
 

 

JULY 2011 
Please note the following dates in 
your calendar: 
 
TERM 2:  
Tuesday 5 July to Friday 8 July 
School Production “DISCO INFERNO” 
Tickets $10 for Adults & Children, 
available for purchase from main 
Office. 
 
Friday 15 July - School Ball 2011 
Floating Pavilion, Viaduct Harbour 
Tickets are selling quickly for this 
fabulous evening.  Don’t be 
disappointed; get your tickets now at 
the Student Reception.  Payment in full 
by 8 July please. 
 
Friday 15 July - Last day of Term 2 
 

TERM 3: 
Monday 1 August Term 3 begins 
 

BOARD of TRUSTEES 
The Board of Trustees will meet on 
Wednesday 13 July 2011 at 6:30pm in 
the Boardroom. 

Edgewater 
                  College 

Principal’s Comment 

Schools have the responsibility of working as hard and as effectively as they can to 

give every student the chance to achieve.  On the basis of our NCEA pass rate, the 

competitions our students win, the university scholarships they gain and the 

multitude of co-curricular activities we offer I believe we are meeting our 

responsibilities. 

If your son or daughter comes to school every day on time, in the correct uniform, 

with the correct gear and equipment they need and ready to learn, then as a 

parent you are also meeting your responsibilities and you don’t need to read any 

further. 

If however your son or daughter is not meeting one or more of the above aspects 

and being a serious student then you are not meeting your part of the deal. 

Too many students are arriving late to school and therefore missing out on class 

time as well as interrupting the teaching of others when they finally get to class.  

Some parents and their son or daughter simply have to do better and I look 

forward to a marked improvement in this area. 

 

A J Vester 

Principal 

 
By Jai Sepple.  By arrangement with David Spicer Productions. 

 

PERFORMANCES: 

Tuesday 5 July 

Wednesday 6 July 

Thursday 7 July 

Friday 8 July 

 

Starting at 7:30pm 

Tickets $10 Adults and Children 

Tickets available for purchase from school reception Phone: 576 9039 

Special Offer for the Wednesday performance – buy 3 tickets and 

get a 4th ticket free! 

ENROLMENT 2012 
If you have a student to enrol for Year 

9 at Edgewater College in 2012, please 

contact the school office for an 

enrolment pack if you have not already 

received one in the mail. 

 

In Zone enrolments may be completed 

by post or if you prefer to enrol in 

person, please phone the office on 576 

9039 for an appointment.  Forms 

should be returned by Thursday 1st 

September 2011. 

Out-of-zone ballot applications close 

on Thursday 1st September 2011.  You 

do need to apply, even if you have a 

child already attending Edgewater 

College. 

An enrolment zone map and list of in-

zone streets is available on our 

website. 
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SPIRIT OF NEW ZEALAND  On the Spirit of New Zealand, a square rigged barquentine training ship I had so 
much fun. I learnt a lot of new skills and met a bunch of great people from very different backgrounds.   Before the voyage I 
didn't know what to expect. I thought it would be really boring going there and not knowing anyone but I met most of the 
people on the bus journey to New Plymouth before even going aboard. 
For the first couple of days it was difficult getting used to the rough rocking of the boat but for the remaining eight days of 
the voyage I felt like a real sailor.  Every day we went for a morning swim to start the day and then in teams of four we 
learned all about sailing the ship.  Once or twice I got to sail it by myself. 
The last day was called trainee day and fortunately we were in the Bay of Islands where we hung out at the beach and swam 
with dolphins.   For the 10 day voyage you sleep in small bunks but the food is delicious.  Every day is exciting with activities 
like Mini Olympics, Movie night, Team Building as well as learning about sailing. There were two exchange students from 
Germany and one from Vietnam.  I really want to go on another cruise but I would not be allowed unless I trained to become 
a leading hand (team leader). 
Even though I was really sea sick for two days and saw the insides of my stomach repeatedly in a tin bucket, I would not have 
missed the experience for the world.  By Doll Ahyen (Year 11) 

COOL SCHOOLS 
Are you The Turtle, The Teddy Bear, The Shark, The Fox 
or The Owl? 
What are you modelling to your friends and family in 
response to conflict? 
Do you pull your head in and sulk or keep everything 
warm and cuddly and then get cross with yourself 
afterwards? 
These questions were all part of a day’s training for 13 

Edgewater College students on Tuesday 21 June. 
 
Congratulations to the following students who attended 
the course and were awarded The Peace Foundation’s 

Certificate of Achievement for Peer Mediation Training: 
Phil Kuka, Wilson Wong, Mahana Brown, Mikayla Gibson, 
Petra Endeman, Adam Li, Aalia Sahib, Esther Warbrick, 
Uinise Eke, Emily Cardwell, Tuhoe Christie, Wilma 
Fernandes and Priyanka Singh. 
 
These students are now ready to flit around our school 
like wise OWLS - helping others to brainstorm their ideas 
together to solve problems in a collaborative, co-
operative and non-threatening way - and ALL students are 
welcome to request their peer mediation service through 
the library, student reception, asking a teacher or ...... just 
ASK! 
 

 

MODEL UNITED NATIONS ASSEMBLY 
During the course of 2 days, 4 senior History students went 
to Auckland Girls Grammar School to take part in the 
Model United Nations Assembly.  Adam Li, Mahana Brown, 
Morgan McGregor and Yasmine Barry made up the second 
team to participate in the last two years.  MUNA is 
designed for academic students who have an interest in 
history, politics and debating. This year, we were chosen to 
be representatives of the Russian Federation. This meant 
we would participate against other schools in both the 
General Assembly and the Security Council.  About 96 
schools attended the Assembly in which all participated 
with great enthusiasm.  There were 6 remits on different 
issues, where we would debate for or against.  With 
Subway subs, juice boxes and donuts for lunch we were set 
for a fun-filled day.  We gained new friendships, allies, and 
skills for the next time.    By Yasmine Barry (Year 12) 
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Edgewater Idol 2011 
For the 6th year running, Edgewater Idol was held during week 8 of Term 2.  

More than 40 students competed to be “Idol 2011”.  Heats were run for the first three days, followed by a day 

of semi-finals and the last day was the “Finals”.  Every day many students filed into the hall to support their 

peers.  The Japanese Department sold tickets at interval to raise money for their upcoming trip.  Flava FM came 

to the Final day and helped to judge the competition. 

Congratulations to all who entered – you were all fabulous and did yourselves proud.  Special 

congratulations to our finalists and the winners “Sexy Back”. 

Thank you to Opotiki Drainlayers who provided pens for the contestants and to Tom Kroon’s Music Works for 

the trophy.  A big thank you also to all the staff that helped to make the competition such a success. 

BUBBLE DOME 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES 
Have you ever wondered how 3D movies like Toy 
Story and computer games are made? 
Learn the latest in 3D Computer Animation and 
Games Design on a Bubble Dome School Holiday 
workshop these July holidays. 
Other courses in Architecture, Engineering, Robotics, 
Writing, Movie Making and Science, Inventions & 
Technology are also on offer.  For students aged 6 to 
18 years.  Telephone: 0800 438 282, or Email: 
info@bubbledome.co.nz or Book online at: 
www.bubbledome.co.nz 

STAR HOLIDAY COURSES 

Year 12 and 13 students can obtain an application 

form from the Gateway office if they would like to 

do a Star Holiday Course at the school.  The courses 

are:  

Customer Service 

(x5 L2 credits and x2 L1 credits),  

Business Skills (x7 L3 credits). 

HOMESTAYS NEEDED 

We need homestays for 12 Japanese 

students age 13 and 14, from our sister 

school who are coming to Edgewater 

College from 13 to 22 August. 

 

If you can help please email 

Wendy Sheahan at the school on: 

shw@edgewater.school.nz 

THANK YOU 

Edgewater College is proud to have 

supported the Howick RSA in their annual 

Poppy Day appeal, and the Salvation Army 

in their “Bring It On” Wild Card Can 

Appeal. 

 

Both organisations extended their thanks 

and gratitude to staff, pupils, families and 

friends who went the extra mile to help 

raise funds for people in less fortunate 

circumstances than ourselves. 

NZQA – Fee Payment & Financial 
Assistance 

The closing date for payment of NZQA fees ($76.70 
domestic students only) and applications for financial 
assistance is Wednesday 7 September 2011. 
We suggest you apply as soon as possible as there is 
limited funding available.  After this date we will not 
accept any fees for NZQA and you will instead be given a 
form to post with your payment direct to NZQA.  Late 
payments will incur a penalty of $50 (even if you have 
applied for financial assistance).  More information will 
be provided with your invoice. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Amiel Encomienda for 
placing third in the final of this year’s 

University of Auckland Songwriter of the 
Year completion. 

mailto:info@bubbledome.co.nz
mailto:shw@edgewater.school.nz
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BLUES DONATE BOOTS TO EDGEWATER COLLEGE 
Blues players Joe Rokocoko and Chris Lowrey presented to Edgewater College students from the school’s Under 15 and 1st 
XV teams a selection of boots donated by the team.  Tu Edwards, Director of Rugby at the school runs a fantastic programme 
to encourage the game in the college, but having enough gear and boots for the players was a challenge each week. 
At the end of the Super Rugby season, the Blues players like to donate their boots to a deserving team who will make good 
use of the players’ boots and an assortment of gear offered by the team.  However, this season the Investec Super Rugby 
season is longer and with the Blues still in the Finals Series, and the college students already well into their season, the 
exchange was desperately needed.  “We want to pay it forward to these kids.  Many of us were like them when we were 
growing up - we loved our rugby but sometimes finances were stretched to get all the gear that was needed – especially 
good boots,” Rokocoko said. 
Blues loose forward Chris Lowrey said it was the hard work that Edwards was putting into these kids that caught the team’s 
attention.  “We had heard about what a great job Tu was doing with the young players at Edgewater but there was a bit of 
boot sharing required so we thought we’d better get the gear to them sooner rather than later so they could enjoy their 
season.” 
Edwards and the young players under his charge were extremely grateful for the gesture and enjoyed meeting all the players 
in the team, taking the opportunity to get boots and gear signed by as many players as possible.  An extra treat for the 
players were complimentary tickets to the Blues’ finals qualifier match at Eden Park against the Waratahs on Friday 24 June. 
Article courtesy of the Blues website. 

UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND GRADUATES 
The University sent a list of former Edgewater students who graduated in the May 2011 ceremonies.  It was particularly 

pleasing to read that the 48 degrees and diplomas were conferred in a wide range of fields: Optometry, Commerce, Arts, 

Law, Visual Arts, Science, Medicine, Engineering, Education, Music, Business & Information Management, Health Sciences, 

Teaching and TESSOL.  This is a good example of the pathways open to students from Edgewater College and a goal that 

many of our current students should aspire to. 

TECHNOLOGY 

Students visit the New 

Zealand Steel Mill in 

Glenbrook on 14 June 

as part of their 

technology course. 

  

“EC VOICES” - EDGEWATER COLLEGE CHOIR  This year has been a rebuilding year for the school 

choir. We have seen almost a whole new male section to the choir with a large group of new females join this year as well.  

On June 21st the choir took part in the ‘BIG SING’ festival.  This saw the choir head to the Town hall to perform 3 pieces in 

front of a big audience and national adjudicator. It was the first time for many students to even walk through the doors of 

the impressive Town Hall let alone perform on its stage. This year there were over 64 Auckland choirs that competed so it 

was a great opportunity to hear other schools perform. EC Voices performed exceptionally well and received a pleasing 

report back from the adjudicator. Sure we didn’t get through to the National Finale but overall it was a great day out and an 

awesome opportunity for our students to experience performing on such a grand stage. In week 1 of term 3 the choir and 

Jazz Band head off on tour up north for 4 days where we will be performing to many schools. We look forward to sharing our 

music with other schools and communities.           Shaun Holmes - Music Department 

 

YOU-DRIVE HAS ARRIVED AT EDGEWATER COLLEGE  Edgewater College was proud to be invited 

to be a pilot school for a new incentive “Youdrive” run by the AMS Group.  This programme aims to give young drivers the 
opportunity to earn credits at Level 2 in the theory elements of driving.  This theory training assists in the preparation of the student 
towards taking their Learner Licence test and onward through the licence process.  17 students were selected to undertake this 
programme and they all passed the 2 day theory component earning 6 Level 2 credits - a fantastic result!  So far we have had 7 
students gain Learner licences and the rest will sit the test later.  We will keep you posted on this group and their progress through 
the licencing process.  To view the video featuring our school please visit http://youtu.be/fp14c1ZhA-4 

Judi Tredwell - Careers, Gateway & STAR Coordinator 

http://youtu.be/fp14c1ZhA-4

